100       PROTECTION OK FREE TRADE.
to the profits of the coal operator who buys the right to take coal out of the earth, but it does enable a ring of coal-land and railway owners to levy in many places an additional black mail upon the use of Nature's bounty. The motive and effect of many of our duties are well
tober 11, 1885, I find a description of the Colby Iron Mine at Bessemer, Michigan. This mine, it is said, is owned by parties who got it for §1.25 per acre. They lease the privilege of taking out ore on a royalty of 40 cents per ton to the Colbys, who sub-lease it to Morse & Co. for 52i cents per ton royalty, who have a contract with Captain Sellwood to put the ore on the cars for 87| cents per ton. Sell wood sub-lets this contract for 12:} cents per ton, and the subcontractors are said to make a profit of 2i cents per ton, as the work is done by a steam shovel. Deducting transportation, etc., the ore brings $2.80 per ton, as mined, of which only 12k cents goes to the firm who do the actual work of production. The output is 1,200 tons per day, which, according to the Inter-Ocean correspondent, gives to the owners a net profit of $480 per day ; to the Colbys, $150 per day ; Morse & Co., $1,680 ; Captain Sell wood, $00 per day; and the sub-contractors who do the work of mining $30 per day, <l a total net profit from the mine, over and above what profit there may be m the labor, of $3,240 per day." The account concludes by saying : " As the product will be at least doubled during the coming year, you see there will be some fortunes made out of the Colby mine." To these fortunes our protective duty on foreign ore undoubtedly contributes, but how much does it in this case encourage production?
In Lebanon County, Pennsylvania, is a hill of magnetic iron ore nearly pure, which has merely to be quarried out. It is owned by the Colcman heirs, and has made them so enormously wealthy that these are said by some to be the richest people in the United States. They are producers of iron, smelting their own ore, as well as railway owners and farmers, owning and cultivating by superintendents great tracts of valuable land. They, doubtless, have been much encouraged by the duty on iron which we have maintained for ** the protection of American labor," but this encouragement comes to them as owners of this rich gift of Nature to—Mr. Colcman's heirs. The deposit of iron ore "would be worked were there no duty, and was worked, I believe, before any duty on iron was imposed.

